PARENT HANDBOOK
PREAMBLE:     Described herein are the policies of Mustard Seed Kidz Child Development Center (hereafter referred to as the center or MSK).  The use of the term parents refers to: parents, guardian, or anyone having legal care and control of children enrolled in the center.

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to provide an atmosphere of learning for all children.  We take pride in the ability of our teachers to engage children in educational, hands-on learning experiences. In addition, safety and parent communication are key components to our children’s success.  

In the early years, a child is learning more each day than at any time in his or her life.  We feel that each child is a blessing, and we strive to love and nurture your child through their time spent with us.  Our goal is to assist parents in raising their children to become strong leaders for the future. 
MSK will provide children with a safe, loving and happy environment.  All activities, equipment, and facilities will be acceptable only at the highest level of safety.

PROGRAMS AND CURRICULUM
We believe children learn best through hands-on experience.  Preschoolers are tireless experimenters and investigators.  They learn through playful interaction with their peers and environment.  Teachers create an environment where children can express creativity while learning basic concepts and emergent literacy skills.
Our curriculum is outlined by the Wee Learn Curriculum., Kindness Curriculum, Scholastic, Creative Curriculum and STEM-based Curriculum to name a few.

 We utilize the country’s leading scientifically based, research-validated, comprehensive curriculums with guidance on teaching literacy, mathematics, science, and social studies. Our curriculum balances both teacher-directed and child-initiated learning with an emphasis on responding to children’s learning styles and building on their strengths and interests.

MSK utilizes a multitude of extremely effective curriculum to ensure the fidelity of our highly successful program.

 We provide each child with all state mandated skill outcomes and readiness goals.  Skills and concepts covered in the curriculum include:  language development and literacy, graphing and problem solving, phonological assessment, creative expression, science, socialization, numbers, alphabet, shapes and colors, etc.  
Each classroom offers a wide variety of centers for children.  In these centers children grow and learn.  The children will enjoy activities ranging from playing dress-up and dolls to racing cars and trains.  Children are offered multiple manipulative centers including puzzles, legos, stringing beads, and many more.  They can build towers with blocks, or study different animals and insects in the science center.  

Your child will participate in daily group time which includes calendar, music, stories and daily learning items.  Your children will also participate weekly in dance/movement, music, gymnastics/sports, computer and Spanish lessons.  
Our K-3 program focuses on fostering a safe, caring and personal environment as the foundation for our students’ academic success. Our curriculum is aligned to the Florida Standards with an emphasis on project-based learning to help our students develop problem solving and critical thinking skills. Technology is integrated into every classroom to allow for personalized learning and the development of 21st Century skills.
At MSK we believe education is a partnership between the school and the home, in creating a safe, caring, and rich school culture, consistent and frequent communication between the teacher and parent. high behavioral expectations, character education and policies and procedures that enhance the learning environment.

Not only do we have high academic expectations, but we believe in the importance of enrichment, and exposure for a well-rounded educational experience.

Our Elementary Program provides students with an environment that not only supports learning for today but also allows for the student to learn skills they will need in the future.  Our educational program teaches students how to problem solve, to work collaboratively, and to build critical-thinking skills.

Elementary Program Features
Hands-On-Learning

Curriculum:  Meets all Florida Standards

Family & Community Continuity

Highly Qualified Teachers

Dress Code and Uniform

Parent Involvement

Implementation of Technology (STEM)

Foreign Language

PE 

Recess Daily

Art and Music

VISITING/CONFERENCES

Mustard Seed Kidz has an open door policy and invites you to visit your children at any time; however, during lunch or morning center time is best.  You are welcome to have lunch with us as well.  Lunch reservations are required by 8:30 a.m.  
We look forward to parents sharing their careers (past or present) with us.  We will provide a month-long opportunity for much parent involvement.  We also encourage parents to share their diverse backgrounds with students during heritage week.  We are always pleased to have parent volunteers and will encourage parents to be involved in field trips.
Many times, it is quite difficult for parents to break away from their busy day to offer up time and resources to our facility.  We recognize the difficulty and just ask that you do your best. 

Many other fabulous events will be available throughout the year.  We look forward to you joining in our fall fest,  spring fair and winter wonderland.
